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NKW  SOVIKT  ATRCRAVT 


The  Soviets  r,c'on  to  be  tireless  in  their  dosiqn  nctivitios: 
just  wlic'p.  a  nev;  model  aircraft  becomes  known  there  i.s  aqoin  now^s 
of  an  improved  dcsion  or  the  dc*siqjiinq  of  .a  nc'V’  and 
model  aircraft.  Just  when  the  outside  w^orld  was  inhering  and 
appraisi nq  the  temporarily  named  RAM  aircraft ,  news ,  information 
and  indistinct  facts  began  to  emerge  from  the  silent  current 
which  traditionally  covers  information  about  new  types  of 
Soviet  aircraft.  V;o  tend  to  believe  the  assumption  that  the 
Soviets  thensolves,  after  abandoninq  their  traditionally  closed 
policy  by  holding  largo  scale  aviation  exhibitions  such  as  the 
Tushino  in  1961  or  the  Domodedovo  in  1967,  had  already  resolved 
to  adopt  a  type  of  news  leak  policy  so  as  to  reveal  to  foreigners 
the  course  of  their  development.  Part  of  the  reason  for  doin^ 
this  w^as  to  offset  the  effects  of  the  anticipated  reports  of  the 
aerial  monitoring  and  data  gathering  system  by  the  United  States 
military  satellites.  Actually,  the  United  States  satellite  system 
did  verify  one  fact  that  people  had  guessed  for  some  time:  the 
Soviet  60,000/70,000  ton  class  carrier  ship  was  in  the  proccf^s 
of  being  constructed  in  the  shipyards  of  Nikolayev  on  the  Black 
Sea  and  these  warsh i ps  can  very  possibly  be  inst al led  with 
catapults  .This  fact  was  dc:duccd  from  the  discovery  a  series  of 


o-jcctorr>  already  bcinq  built  in  land  fnoloric'S  and  in  the  ^'uluro 
they  can  vc^rv  poaa.ibly  carry  out.  preliminary  launrd'i  tt‘Stn  Uf'ino 
tlio  planes  on  the  aircraft  carriers.  T)Tor»:^  is  r.oiuo  doubt  due  to 
the  number  of  ojoctors  and  their  d  i  rcct  i  onei  i  s  yet  tin.?  ru^nernl 
assuii'ption  is  that  different  wind  directions  occur  in  the  lost 
areas  and  that  this  type  of  layout  is  helj^ful  in  carryina  out 
protracted  high  speed  test  activities  under  di f f erent  wind 
direction  conditions.  At  firsL,  people  thought  that  the  Soviet 
aircraft  carrier  was  a  type  of  naval  MiG-23  because  its  struc- 
tvirc  seemed  to  be  able  to  adapt  to  necessary  char.qes;  yet  the 
recent  appearance  of  the  ’’Russian  F--18”  (the  RAM-L)  has  already 
brought  on  new  conjectures.  It  has  been  suggested  that  the 
weight  of  this  type  of  aircraft  designed  at  the  Suliuoyi  (?) 
Design  Bureau  (another  information  source  thinks  it  is  the 


Guliweiqi  (?)  Design  Bureau)  is  about  11  to  12  tons,  the  same 
weight  as  the  F-16  fighter,  and  that  it  uses  a  double  engine 
layout  and  F-18  aircraft  structural  components.  The  change 
the  aircraft  for  operations  on  a  carrier  will  certainly  caxise 
an  increase  in  its  weight  and  this  will  rc-quire  a  60,000  ton 
class  carrier  to  be  able  to  carry  it.  Obviously,  the  production 
of  this  type  of  aircraft  represents  very  groat  prociress  by  Ihe 
Soviets  in  design  as  compared  to  the  Forger  aircraft  used  on  the 
*’Jtfu  (?)  *'  Ctirrier.  Two  conclusions  can  bo  drawn  from  this  type 
of  progress : 

1.  The  ’’Forger”  cannot  be  a  very  effective  aircraft  unless 


^2 


the  Soviets  have  aiready  found  a  nif‘ann  to  clipnnato  its  short- 
corn  i  nq :  •.  : 

2,  The  RAM-Tr  has  very  qood  supersonic  performance,  its  pay 
load  seems  to  bo  sovcual  limes  ciicatt^r  than  that  of  the  “Foraor.” 

The  advancement  of  this  type  of  aircraft  v;ill  qrcatly 
improve  the  overall  fiqhtincj  capabilities  of  the  Soviet  navy 
and  wi 1 1  force  the  Western  strateqi c  pol icymaher s  to  compre¬ 
hensively  revise  their  former  appraisal  of  the  nloba]  stroteoic 
situation . 

On  the  other  hand,  the  West  has  already  been  discussinq  for 
some  time  the  modified  11-86  Camber  transport  warninq  and  control 
system  (AWACS) .  This  typo  of  newly  modified  aircraft  will  replace 
the  present  Tu-126  Moss  aircraft.  The  Tu-126  is  already  outdated: 
its  frame  is  actually  that  of  the  Tu-114  Cleat  civil  aviation 
passenger  plane  and  is  a  four  turbine  propeller  piano  designed 
during  the  1950 ’s.  The  11-86  aircraft  can  possibly  be  converted 
into  an  aerial  command  post  and  can  analagous  conversion  in  the 
United  States  is  the  conversion  of  the  Boeing  747  plumes  into 
E-4B  aircraft.  This  E-4B  aircraft  can  then  act  as  an  aerial 
command  post.  On  the  other  hand,  the  11-86  transport  -  aerial 
refueling  aircraft  will  be  able  to  equal  the  MacDonald  -  Douglas 
KC-10  and  the  flight  equipment  requirements  of  the  two  super¬ 
powers  seem  to  becoming  more  and  more  similar.  The  use  of  the 
Il-r76  Cemdid  transporter  for  the  Tu- 22M  Backfire  is  no  lonner 
a  fantasy  and  before  long  this  typo  of  aircraft  will  enter  the 
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Picture  3 


Arlljfl  impres.lon  o(  tha  It  R6  C,.mt.*r  AWACS. 
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Piet  uro  r> 


Sovici  Its  Am  ^^uv.lc  KAM-f  ,  (he  Ku!><.tjn  K  IK, 

ha^  appcdieJ  a  Ca(iier-hi>inc  direra((.  It  is  a  much  (note 
atlvuMcctJ  over  (he  of  tcrnie?  cxcclltiit  jupersome 

pciformaiKc  ami  much  greater  payload. 

1  he  AWA(  S  version  of  (he  II  ^>6  C^/nU'r  is  to  replace  the  out- 

dalcd  Tu  126  MiiSi.  It  ir.cy  be  adapted  as  an  auboinc  v^.m- 
nund  post.  A  car^u-tankcr  vciMon  of  the  Ii*86  has  also  Uen 
developed-  Tin'  H-76  Cmdid  will  soon  enter  service  for  mdiahi 
lefuellin^  oI  the  Tu-22M  Uuckfif^. 
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